FRANK HARRIS

more. Surely it is the great soliloquy of Hamlet or
his scene with Ophelia that we remember best in
Shakespeare's masterpiece.

My opinion on the matter will be best shown
by relating an incident which took place a good
many years ago. Professor York Powell asked me
if I would lecture in Oxford on the short story. I
said Td be delighted; Llbnt there wasn't much new
to be said on the matter." He smiled, remarking
that Fd find lots to say as soon as I was on my
feet.

A month later I went down to Oxford to talk
on the short story. I told several stories of Bret
Harte, Paul Heyse, Maupassant and Turgenev,
described their methods of work and conflicting
ideas and finally compared the short story with
the sonnet. The sonnet, I said, has only fourteen
lines; yet there's nothing like a perfect sonnet in
all English literature. There are, however, one or
two short stories that are divinely imperfect:
Maupassant's "Maison Tellier" and his "L'Heri-
tage," for example, are great short stories: we
have nothing equal to them in English nor are we
likely to have till we get rid of our ridiculous
pruderies of speech.

I enlarged on this theme because my audience
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